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In 2008, I was asked to pray for 

one of the ladies at our county jail 

who was completely broken.  Her 

story, like many Iôve heard over 

the years, offered no hope.   

 Jill was from an affluent lifestyle, 

but from the early years of her life 

had suffered severe abuse.  After 

being married several times, she 

finally married a man from Las 

Vegas. Together they had several 

homes and all things that would seem to bring peace.  Jill 

was a believer but had never made Christ her everything.  

In an act of violence against her, she took her husbandôs 

life.   

 Shock drove her to fleeing Las Vegas, driving to San 

Francisco to see her children as she felt she had no purpose 

to live at that time.  Returning from the Bay area, she 

checked into a bed and breakfast in San Luis Obispo and 

proceeded to take several bottles of pills to end her life.  

 However, God had plans for her and a maid found her 

unconscious, and she was taken to a local hospital and 

placed on life support.  When she recovered enough to be 

placed in jail until she could be extradited back to Las 

Vegas, is when I got the call to pray for her and offer her as 

much hope as I could. 

 As I entered her cell, she was in a fetal position lying on 

a mattress on the floor.  I sat right down next to her and 

grabbed her hand.  I felt such a connection even when she 

continued to say, ñHow can God ever forgive me?ò  She 

felt she had committed the worse sin ever and there was no 

hope; after all, she was a Christian!  I had forgotten but 

was reminded this past weekend that I began to share 

Jeremiah 29:11-13:  ñFor I know the thoughts and plans 

that I have for you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and 

not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.  Then you will 

call upon me and go and pray to me with all your heart.   

I will be found by you, says the Lord, and I will bring you 

back from your captivity.ò 

 I spent a lot of time with this precious lady while she 

was in our jail, and throughout the years we have regularly 

corresponded.  Recently I was invited to visit Florence 

McClure Correctional Center in Las Vegas where she has 

been for seven years.  What an exciting time of sharing in 

the miracle of her spiritual growth.  We cried, prayed and 

laughed together, and as I looked into the eyes of the other  

women in the room, my heart broke.  Many are incarcer-

ated physically as well as emotionally and spiritually.  You 

see, you donôt have to be ñlocked up to be locked up.ò 

 Jill has a job of training rescue dogs as they are being 

used in many institutions to bring healing to inmates.  She 

wants to be part of our ranch when she is released.  We 

both see this can 

be an asset in the 

healing of men 

and women. 

 I will be 

returning in 

January to this 

900-population 

prison as a 

speaker and look 

forward to being 

a tiny part of the ministry there.  Jill leads praise and 

worship, and that group of believers know how to have 

church! 

 Thank you, Jesus, for the favor and the acceptance of the 

staff and the officers of that facility.  I was received with 

such love and kindness.  And thank you to all those who 

helped to support my trip with your unconditional love and 

love gifts.      ðChaplain Judy 

Salvation Armyôs  

Resident Manager  

 Cheryl was a resident of our program several years ago 

and is doing so well serving the Lord.  During my trip to 

minister at the Las Vegas prison, Cheryl picked me up, had 

a place for me to reside while there, and she became my 

taxi driver. 

 She gave me a tour of the Salvation Army facilities 

where she works as a Resident 

Manager.  I was also able to 

meet many of their staff who has 

been instrumental in encourag-

ing and supporting Cheryl as she 

reaches out to those who often-

times are considered the ñgutter-

most.ò  We are so proud of her, 

for what the enemy meant for 

bad, God has turned it around for 

His glory! 



Crock Pot Night  

A special heartfelt thanks to 

the men and women at New  

Springs Church who blessed our ladies with a Crock Pot Night recently.  The church  

bought, prepared and provided food to make 31 meals for 12 plus.  They also bought a  

crock pot, kitchen utensils and all the trimmings.  Thank you for the time and effort this  

simple church called New Springs took to make a lot of women happy! 

�)�H�H�G�E�D�F�N���Z�L�W�K���1�H�Z���6�S�U�L�Q�J�V���&�K�X�U�F�K������They felt warm and accepted; It felt like home;   

Ingrid is the Proverbs 31 woman; Every nook and cranny was perfect on the property; 

When they looked around and saw everyone working and helping, it felt like it should be a Betty Crocker video or in a 

magazine; So fun to play, laugh and feel like a kid;  I mean ñwowò;   Felt like a safe place; Best meal she has had in two 

years;  The food was fabulous; So beautiful to see everyone working together; Enjoyed every minute of it; Seeing how 

married couples should be to each other; To hear the birds singing, see the deer and getting to play basketball. 

 An Alumni Luncheon for some of our 

ladies who have graduated Captive Hearts 

was held at Grace Bible Church in 

November.  Thank you, �6�K�H�U�U�L���0�D�V�W�H�U�V��for 

putting together this special day.   

 After the luncheon, there was taping for 

a DVD of testimonials that will be used to 

promote our raising funds for ñTurn Around 

Ranch.ò  If any of you who have graduated 

the program and were unable to make the 

luncheon and would like to give your 

testimony, please contact Sherri Masters 

through Captive Hearts, 805 481-4500. 

Alumni Luncheon for Our Girls  
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Sunday, November 15th, during the second 

service at New Life Community Church, was a 

very special time for one of our ladies, Chantel.  

She wanted to follow Christ in water baptism, 

along with 20 others.  We are so proud of her 

and her continued walk with the Lord.   


